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As I am writing this, I am in a panic. I have five things still on my to-do
list before I can leave for the ANG Seminar at 6 am in the morning
and I haven’t packed a thing. It has become a monstrous task for me
to travel. I put in long days before I leave to make sure the office will
run smoothly while I’m away and when I come back I work long hours
to catch up. Even though it is a big job, I love running the magazine
and hope to keep it going for many more years.
Talk about traveling, we have some wonderful opportunities coming
up for those who love to explore the world. For the record, I never
meant to become a tour company. The tours fell into my lap when I
was telling my friend Jeremy Hamilton about a tour that turned out
to be a big disappointment. Jeremy listened to my woes and then
said, “The two of us can put a really nice tour together.” And the next
thing you know, we were planning a tour of England. Not just a sightseeing tour or a museum tour but an eclectic tour of the country’s
past and present love affair with needlework. Our first tour was a huge
success. Our guests raved about their experience and Jeremy and I
loved getting to know our guests and taking them off the beaten path
to experience some of the hidden gems that England has to offer. Of
course we threw in a few needlepoint projects along the way to make
sure this really was a perfect trip.
In 2018 we have two UK tours lined up. The Wild West Tour of
London and Cornwall starts with a class at the Royal School of
Needlework and a tour of Hampton Court before it takes us to the
west coast of England into the county of Cornwall. On our way to
Cornwall, we will stop at Stonehenge. I have read so much about
this prehistoric site and I am thrilled to finally see it in person. If
you get a chance, read the book Sarum by Edward Rutherfurd. It
is an epic novel that traces the turbulent English history from the
Stone Age to present time. There is a wonderful section about the
building of Stonehenge. Once in Cornwall, we will visit the stunning
Tremenheere Sculpture Gardens; have a felting course with renowned
felting artist Lizzie Houghton; visit the far-western tip of Cornwall
where we will see the area that inspired Winston Graham to write
the Poldark novels; the fishing village of Padstow including a visit to
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Rick Stein’s award winning seafood restaurant. For those Doc Martin
fans, we will visit the village Port Isaac where the series was filmed.
The icing on the cake is our needlepoint project. Jane Tattersfield has
designed a piece just for this tour. I don’t want to give the surprise for
our guests but the piece is bright and colorful and will be a fun stitch!
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Our second tour is called the Northern Odyssey Tour of London
and Yorkshire. The highlights of this tour include a tour of London,
the Victoria and Albert Museum before shopping in some of the
stores the city is famous for. As we make our way north, we will visit
Hardwick Hall, a magnificent Elizabethan mansion; the Salts Mill a
mid nineteenth century textile mill; Haworth Parsonage, home of
the Bronte Sisters; an old Roman city; Castle Howard, designed by
architect John Vanbrugh in 1699; Woburn Abbey; Bletchley Park,
home of the Code-Breakers from WWII, and much more.
If international travel isn’t your thing, consider joining Laura Taylor
and I on our Rolling Stitch Party and Shop Crawl. Laura and I will
be teaching a Melissa Shirley canvas as we go from shop to shop
between Seattle and San Diego. We will visit six needlepoint shops,
at least one bead super store, two winery tours and tastings, a night
at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival including a play; and a visit to
the historic Filoli Gardens. Our project and the first thread kit will be
waiting for you at our first shop where our needlepoint class begins.
By the end of our journey you will have gathered all of the materials
for the project, worked through one of Laura’s amazing stitch guides
and hopefully have a lot stitched on your canvas.
This is a serious stitching party!
More tour information can be found here:
https://www.needlepointnow.com/tours/
As if all this tour planning wasn’t enough, we have a lot more going
on here at Needlepoint Now. Stacy, our graphic designer, has been
working on a new design for the website. It has been several years
since we have changed our look and the functions on the site. The
old site has been experiencing a few bugs and it was just time for
a change! The new site will be fresh and clean and will be easier to
navigate. It should be up and running in a few weeks so be sure to
stop by and check it out, www.needlepointnow.com.
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Weather you travel with us on a tour or just through the pages of the
magazine, we hope we continue to keep you inspired to stitch and
enjoy needlepoint.
Needlepoint Now is the only commercial magazine dedicated solely to the art of needlepoint. Each
issue includes a range of projects, complete with detailed instructions and stitching guides, features
offering tips and techniques, current news, product reviews and introductions to both new and
established designers and teachers.
This is the print version of our free bi-monthy e-newsletter. To recieve the electronic version,
please subscribe here: https://www.needlepointnow.com/newsletter/
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NeedleDeeva: peace and
harmony in the new year.

Magazine Subscribers Enter to Win!

French Knot Rosettes

Congratulations to our winner in
August’s drawing! Lee Hanley of
Maryland won the Persian Rainbow.
Our next drawing will be for the
very charming Bar Huggers from
Barbara Elmore Designs.
Created in bright floral patterns,
Bar Huggers are designed to
eliminate slippage with clamped
stretcher bars, as well as to
reduce the need to re-tighten
clamps.
J ust email or call us with your
subscriber I.D. number—it’s
as easy as that. The number
is located above your name on the
mailing label of the magazine.
The drawing takes place on
October 15, 2017.
Email: contest@needlepointnow.com
Phone: (541) 935-0238

When I was working on the article Mews
Row in the upcoming Sept/Oct 2017 issue,
I was drawn to a stitch that Jinny Barney
used to make the flowers on a climbing
rose bush. I had never done the stitch so
I had to try it out and I really liked it. The
French knot rosettes have a lot of texture
and dimension. It works great on ribbon
but it will also work on Neon Rays or
any ribbon-like thread. It would work for
bushes, hair or any highly textured area
on your design. I tried it out on my doodle
canvas and this is what I came up with.
Don’t worry about being too precise, this is
a messy stitch.

