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Holiday time, you either love it or you are totally stressed by it. I admit
that from the middle of November to a week before Christmas it’s crazy
time here at the studio as we work hard to put the January/February
issue together and get it to the printer by our mid-December deadline.
But as soon as I hit the “send” button on my computer, and our layout
files are launched into cyber space I take a big sigh of relief and then
I can start thinking about decorations, presents, meals and visits with
friends and family.

Most of us like to stitch ornaments to give as holiday gifts. I attempted
to finish up a few ornaments for our Christmas tree this year but failed
miserably. This year was no different than past years and I always
swear that I’ll do better next year. Do you experience this too? I did
stitch each of my employees one of Cheryl Schaffer and Annie Lee’s
bracelets. Truth be known, I had hoped to do it last year but missed the
deadline. The sad part is that I think it’s great that I’m only a year behind.
Jay (husband and co-owner of the magazine) bought a Christmas tree
and put it in the studio for us all to enjoy. He hung the lights on and
put a star on top but so far it only has a handful of ornaments hanging
from its branches. He ran out of time, I have been working long hours,
we have a million excuses why we never got the tree completely
decorated. And we are leaving town for a week to celebrate his 60th
birthday so those handful of ornaments might just have to be good
enough. I will strive to do better next year. That’s the best part about the
holidays. If you don’t meet the deadline to complete an ornament or
decoration, you will get another chance next year.

Shalom
A year-long stitching project with
NeedleDeeva: peace and
harmony in the new year.

Amy’s Richelieu Purse
By Amy Bunger

S.T.I.T.C.H
By Cheryl Schaeffer and Annie Lee

I wish I could stay as motivated as I do around the holidays. Yes, there
is a lot I don’t get done, but it is by far my most productive time of the
year. I always manage to stitch an ornament for my ANG ornament
exchange, I buy gifts for the important people in my life and for the
most part, I get them delivered on time. (Yeah me!) I send handmade
gifts to a few friends and family members but I don’t bake anymore and
I don’t always get my Holiday cards mailed.
Each year the holidays seem to get just a little more hectic as I try to
accomplish a few more tasks that are sure to make the holiday perfect. I
do believe that the deadlines we put on ourselves, the hustle and bustle
that the holidays are known for are as much of the cherished tradition
as the birth of Christ, Santa Clause, Hanukah, Kwanza, etc. There has to
be some payback for us to continually push ourselves so hard to make
an ideal holiday each year. For me the payback is that at least for one
time a year, we all reach out to our families and friends and say, I love
you, you are important to me and I wish you a wonderful holiday.
Merry Christmas everyone,
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Gingerbread House
Canvas by JulieMar & Friends,
Stitch Guide by Cynthia Thomas

Elizabeth

Winter Scissors Case
By Karryn Morris

Geometric Squares
By Finger Step Desings
Needlepoint Now is the only commercial magazine dedicated solely to the art of needlepoint. Each issue includes a range of projects, complete with
detailed instructions and stitching guides, features offering tips and techniques, current news, product reviews and introductions to both new and
established designers and teachers.
This is the print version of our free bi-monthy e-newsletter. To recieve the electronic version, please subscribe here: https://www.
needlepointnow.com/newsletter/

Dear Elizabeth,
For someone with a busy, busy schedule I am always surprised to hear
you talk about having time to stitch with friends. My Needlepoint Now
arrived yesterday. Always a high point of getting mail. Your Musings
this month hit me right where I live .The past two weeks I have picked
up and finished two projects and keep looking at my WIP basket. At
our final ANG meeting of the year last week we had a basket raffle
and also a table of items for sale from one of our charter members
who passed away this past year. I was drawn to a project that she had
started but felt that I could not put it on my frame until this or that was
stitched.
That green grass was calling.
For 10 years I lived and traveled in a 40’ motorhome. I worked on one
counted needlepoint project at a time. That was all my space would
permit. 😃
Then we settled down in AZ and I discovered painted canvases........
I have so much “green grass” that sometimes I get no stitching done
while organizing projects and trying to decide what to stitch. I have a
whole room that is my stitching haven.
I have read “Musing” several more
times and may make a copy to put
on my bulletin board. Thanks so
much.
Have a super day...take a stitch or two.
Jan Sprague
Do visit my needlepoint blog: http://stitchlady.wordpress.com

Reader Meline Markarian shares this stunning heirloom piece stitched by
Dr. Berge Markarian. To learn more about Dr. Markarian and his needlepoint work, see our January/February 2018 issue of Needlepoint Now.

A year ago, I was sending out my first
newsletter as Needlepoint Now’s new
graphic designer. I was still very firmly in
the “not going to start another hobby”
mindset, not knowing that just a couple
of weeks later, I was going to be asking
Elizabeth for my first needlepoint
project, which would eventually lead me
to design projects to share with you all
here. What a year!
One of the things that has struck me as I
get to know the needlepoint community
is its kindness and giving spirit. My Auntie
Ann was a stitching enthusiast, until
her death in 2013. Having taught me
to knit, she’d also offered to teach me
needlepoint, but I resisted. It’s something
I will always regret, although I like to think
that she’d be proud and excited to know
that her niece works for Needlepoint
Now. I have a pair of her embroidery
scissors, which I prize.
Auntie Ann left her stash to her local
needlepoint group. She said she wanted
those tools and supplies and kits to go to
people who would love and use them.
She had the kindness and generosity and
the desire to share the wonderful art of
stitching with others that I see in so many
people now. Over and over again, I see
how kind you all are to others, how giving
of your time and effort, how much you
treasure your friends and family when
you give them the gift of needlepoint.
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Criss-cross Hungarian Stitch
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This little project is my way of giving
back. Thank you for a wonderful year!
This twee little gift tag is super quick to
stitch and finish and makes a wonderful
scissor fob or tiny ornament. I’m really
loving little speedy projects. They’re so
satisfying! For this one, I used Caron
Watercolors in Porcelain Blue and
Blackwatch, as well as Rainbow Gallery
Glisten Sparkling Wool Braid in G21 and
G15 for a little added glitz. It’s stitched
on 14-count mono canvas.

Magazine Subscribers Enter to Win!

To work the design, stitch the ribbon
in cashmere stitch from the top down
using RG G15. Next, work the gift box in
criss-cross Hungarian, using the Porcelain
Blue and RG G21. Then make the bow
using lazy daisy stitches, or if you’d like to
try an alternative, french knots on stems.
Finally, stitch the background in tent
stitch, using Blackwatch.
To finish the ornament, fold the edges
of the canvas under, and whipstitch
the piece to a backing of wool craft felt.
Before you stitch the top closed, create
a small loop with an unstranded piece of
thread, tuck it between the canvas and
felt, and secure it with one of the whip
stitches as you close the piece.
I’d love to see what you do with this little
project if you stitch it, so please send
pictures to graphics@needlepointnow.
com. Thank you and Happy Holidays!

Lazy Daisy Stitch

Follow Needlepoint Now on Facebook
Won’t you please join us on our
Facebook page? We share all kinds of
needlepoint news, wonderful projects,
blog posts and more.

Congratulations to our winner in December’s drawing! Jane Arancibia in Virgina
will be receiving one of our always-useful snap trays.
Our next drawing will be for a set of Rainbow Gallery’s Elegance Silk Pearl
Thread in eleven different colors.
J ust email or call us with your subscriber I.D. number—it’s as easy as that. The
number is located above your name on the mailing label of the magazine.
The drawing takes place on February 15, 2018.
Email: contest@needlepointnow.com – Phone: (541) 935-0238

