Spring! Finally!
It has been an unusually cold and wetter than normal winter here in the
Northwest. We have had record amounts of rainfall and terrible ice storms.
Perfect stitching weather! Today the sun is peeking out from behind
the rain clouds and even though it is breezy and a bit chilly, I feel that
spring has finally found us. I’m even going to take a chance and plant
some flowers and maybe a few tomatoes this week. May is just a few
weeks away and I feel like living dangerously. The last time I planted my
vegetable garden before May, I ended up losing the plants and having
to start over. According to Sherry Bray, if you think pure thoughts,
everything will go your way so as I put each tender veggie and flower
start in the ground I will think about stitching. That’s a pure thought, right?
Speaking of Sherry Bray, I just got back from Houston, Texas where I
took a class from her at Chandail Needlework. Sherry taught one of
Melissa Shirley’s designs called Pumpkin Patch. It was a great weekend.
What could be better than stitching on a gorgeous piece with a fun stitch
guide in a wellstocked, beautiful needlework shop? Saira, the owner of
Chandail even has a standard poodle named Darcy that I got to play with
so I wouldn’t suffer through poodle withdraw while away from home.
Jeremy Hamilton and I are leaving to lead our Quintessential Tour of
England in just over a week. The weather in England is about the same
as here in Oregon, so I know I have to pack my raincoat, boots and
umbrella. Spring in England is breathtaking. Last year I couldn’t get over
the beautiful gardens. I came home inspired to rework parts of my own
garden to include more flowering plants. It is paying off because I’m
starting to see some of the early blooms and lots of buds. I know the
yard will be beautiful soon and hope I can get a few photo shoots in
using the garden as a backdrop.
I have been busily working on the projects that I will be teaching on the
tour and may one day end up in the pages of the magazine. This year, I
get to take one of my employees, Stacy Spangler, with me on the tour.
Stacy has caught the needlepoint bug and will definitely be getting some
stitching experience on this tour. I’m counting on her to post photos of
our journey so you can feel like you are traveling with us.
I love the fact that we stitch every day on the tour. We see the sights,

but we take the time to do what
we love best: stitch! We start with
a stumpwork class at the Royal
School of Needlework, which is
their theme for the year. I will be
teaching two small pieces that will
be mementoes of some of the
fantastic things we will see.
Rosemary Sherman is back with us
again this year and will be teaching
one of her designs when we are
in Woburn. Rosemary always
does a splendid job of decorating
the room where we stitch with
beautiful flowers from her own
garden. She wraps her kits so
beautifully that you almost don’t
want to open them.
Wherever you are and whatever
you are stitching, I hope you are
enjoying the beginning of spring. I
might even have to work on a floral
design to celebrate the season.

Dear Elizabeth:

Americana

Hard to believe it has been six years since we took that magical trip to China! My
husband and I have moved from Florida to Texas Hill Country. We love Texas!
At the end of last year, when I finally had some time again, I got back into
stitching. My first project was completing one of your projects featured years ago in
Needlepoint Now…the Americana Sampler. I changed the design slightly, but the results
are wonderful. Wish you could hear all the “oohs” and “ahhs” received from my friends!
Attached are pictures of my interpretation of your Americana Sampler.
The reason I am writing is I would love to see another sampler design in
Needlepoint Now. Perhaps a sampler with holidays (Valentine’s Day, Easter, Fourth
of July, Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas), or one with an all four seasons theme
would be fun to stitch.  
Fondly,
Daphne

Phoenix Panel
Dear Elizabeth:

Coming in May/June 2017

I hope enjoy this picture of the
Phoenix Panel too.
I loved doing this piece and hope you
will share my enthusiasm with all the
Needlepoint Now staff and your guest
designer, Diane Grant.
Eileen H.
Royal Palm, ANG, Coral Gables, FL

Learn The
Corkscrew Stitch

Please visit our website to view this
video and others:
https://www.needlepointnow.com/
corkscrew-stitch/
This is the print version of our free bimonthy e-newsletter. To recieve the
electronic version, please subscribe here:
https://www.needlepointnow.com/
newsletter/

Don’t Let the Bedbugs Bite
Canvas by Pippin;
stitch guide by Lee Cox.

Sam the Americana Bear
By the
Wellesley Needlepoint Collection

Harlequin Diamonds
By Diane Grant

The Belle Jewelry Set
Pretty pink adornments
by Shannan Grierson.

Chocolates
Guilt-free! By BB Needlepoint Designs.

Shalom
A year-long stitching project with
NeedleDeeva: peace and
harmony in the new year.

Needlepoint Now is the only commercial magazine dedicated solely to the art of needlepoint. Each issue includes a range of projects, complete with detailed instructions
and stitching guides, features offering tips and techniques, current news, product reviews and introductions to both new and established designers and teachers.

Magazine
Subscribers
Enter to Win!
Congratulations to our winners
in February’s drawing!
Genevieve Tullis and Dale
Mallarkey both won a pair of
C.A.K.S from Kreinik, Designer
Shoelaces For A Cause.
Our next drawing will be for four
spools of Finca No. 8 thread.
Just email or call us with your
subscriber I.D. number—it’s as
easy as that. The number is
located above your name on the
mailing label of the magazine.
The drawing takes place on
June 15, 2017
Email:
contest@needlepointnow.com
Phone:
(541) 935-0238

