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So much has gone on in Needlepoint Now land since
our last newsletter. You may know that I am a
complete dog lover. Jay and I come from families that
loved dogs and I have never lived without a dog
except for a brief time in college. Jay and I fell in love
with standard poodles many years ago, and until
recently we had four, Shawnee, brother and sister
Mable and Ollie, and our youngest Piper who was a
rescue. I’m not sure who rescued whom, us rescuing
her or her rescuing us. When we got Piper we knew
that Ollie had a terrible autoimmune disease that was
going to shorten his life. When Piper came to us, Ollie
did a complete turn around and regained his health. I
thought we were in the clear until lesions appeared
on Ollie’s skin. It was lymphoma. The oncologist told
us that he would only live for a few months. Ollie
passed away a few days before his 6th birthday. He
has left a huge hole in our hearts and I have felt lost
without him. You would think with three other dogs
this wouldn’t happen. But each dog is unique and
each own a special place in my heart.
In May Laura Taylor and I led a bus tour/shop crawl
from Edmonds, Washington to San Diego, California.
Sixteen women joined us for this wacky and
wonderful adventure. In 10 days we shopped in
seven needlework shops, several quilt shops, a bead
shop, went to two wineries, saw a Shakespeare play,
went on a garden tour and basically wined and dined
our way down the west coast of the United States. I

feel richer for this experience. I have made new and
hopefully lasting friendships with Laura and all the
participants on the tour. Laura taught a Melissa
Shirley piece that we worked on through our journey
that is representational of some of the sights we saw
along the way.
The needlework shops really went above and beyond
to make our guests feel welcome. Thank you to The
Needlepointer in Edmonds, Washington, In Stitches
in Portland, Oregon, Mindy’s Needlepoint Factory in
Eugene, Oregon, Luv2Stitch in San Mateo, A Stitch In
Time in San Marino, California, Aristeia in Santa
Monica, California and Needle Nook of La Jolla.
Later in May, we had Mary Alice Sinton in the studio
to teach Japanese embroidery and beading. I started
trying to learn Japanese Embroidery about seven
years ago. It can be tedious and frustrating for me but
when I get it right, it is worth the effort. Japanese
embroidery has helped me become a better
technical needle artist. Mary Alice comes to the
Needlepoint Now studio once a year. Next year she
will be here May 17-20, 2019 if you are interested in
joining us.
After Mary Alice left I went into full production mode
to get the July/August issue together. I sent the files
to the printer. I took a huge sigh of relief when I
pushed the send button and watched the files upload
to the printer’s server. Now onto the Sept/Oct issue!
Many of you who knew Joyce Lukomski, the previous
owner and editor of Needlepoint Now, have asked for
updates about her and her family. I received a bit of
sad news about John, Joyce’s husband. He passed
away last week. John had heart failure and had been
gravely ill over the past year. Please hold them in your
thoughts as they go through this difficult time. I am
happy to forward any messages you may have to the
family.

Elizabeth

Patriotic Scissors Case by Kelsey's Needle Krafts

Coming in July/August 2018

Graphic Giraffe
Canvas by DJ Designs;
Stitch Guide by Laura Taylor

Swans
Canvas by Walter Crane for Art Needlepoint Company;
Stitch Guide by
Leslie DeCoux.

Green Star Ornament
by Timmy Schultz

The Hanukkah Family
Canvas by Kathy Schenkel;
Stitch Guide by
Donna Brandeis LaGanga

Partridge in a Pear Tree
Canvas by JulieMar & Friends;

Stitch Guide by Patricia Dee

All That Glitters Part 1
By Kurdy Briggs

Subscribe to Needlepoint Now

Add Needlepoint Now to your summer reading
list! Take us to the beach, the mountains, the lake wherever your adventures will take you. Six issues
every year bursting with needlepoint love, intriguing
charted projects, gorgeous painted canvases with
stitch guides, new stitches, tips & tricks, project
reviews, insights, and so much more!

We've got BIG PLANS for 2019
If you've ever been on one of our tours, you know
that they are filled with fun, friends, adventure and
STITCHING STITCHING STITCHING.
If you haven't, 2019 should be the year you come
along with us as we explore Colonial Williamsburg,
England, and the American South!
All the tours are in the planning phase. Details will be
available soon, but for now, mark your calendars!
Stitchery Ltd. and Needlepoint Now’s
Tour of Colonial Williamsburg
April 28 - May 4
Quintessential Tour of England
October 19 - 28, 2019
Stitch and See and Needlepoint Now’s
Rolling Stitch Party and Shop Crawl of the South
November 8 - 16, 2019
(Georgia, Tennesse and Kentucky)

Visit our website for more information
about upcoming tours as details become available.

We are the only commercial magazine dedicated solely
to the art of needlepoint. Each issue includes a range
of projects, complete with detailed instructions and
stitching guides, features offering tips and techniques,
current news, product reviews and introductions to both
new and established designers and teachers.

Magazine Subscribers Enter to Win!
Congratulations to our winner in June's drawing!
Joanne Mclendon of Arkansas will be receiving one of
our always-useful snap trays.
If you'd like a snap tray of your own, we're offering
another one in our next contest! Just email or call us
with your subscriber I.D. number to enter the
drawing.
The number is located above your name on the
mailing label of the magazine.
The drawing will take place on August 15, 2018.
email: contest@needlepointnow.com • Phone: (541)
935-0238

Follow Needlepoint Now
on Facebook
Won't you please join us on our Facebook page? We
share all kinds of needlepoint news, wonderful
projects, blog posts and more.
Like Our Facebook Page
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