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Where oh where is spring?
I think Mother Nature is sleeping in this year. Usually
by the end of April I have cleaned up my vegetable
garden, planted peas and put some pansies in the
outdoor pots on the patio. This year it hasn’t stopped
raining long enough for me to do any of these things.
I live in Oregon so I’m used to a little rain and it
normally doesn’t stop me from being outside. But this
year we not only have rain, we have high wind!
Gardening in the rain with 70 mph wind gusts is no
fun. Not only can I sing “rain drops keep falling on my
head,” I can also sing, “tree branches keep falling on
my head.” But I shouldn’t complain. Many of you have
been dealing with much worse.
We won’t be able to use the gardens for a backdrop
for our photos for a while but the cold, damp, windy
weather is definitely extending my stitching time.
Instead of gardening and bike riding, I am starting a
few new projects that have appeared in the
magazine. I have both the front cover and back cover
pieces from the May/June issue that I am ready to
start stitching. The front cover piece is the threepanel Nativity Triptych by Strictly Christmas and Et
Cetera. Patricia Sone designed a stitch guide that is
stunningly beautiful! I have all the threads and I’m
ready to go, but wait! I also have the back cover piece
all ready to start working on. Randi Gelman and
Cindy Saltzman of Sew Much Fun call it Summer

Birdhouses. Thank goodness my local stitching friends
and I are taking a few days this weekend to go on a
stitching retreat in Southern Oregon. Maybe, just
maybe, I’ll get started on at least one of these pieces.
My problem is that I have so much I want to stitch but
it’s like when my father would tell me when I was a
little girl and I loaded up my dinner plate with a large
serving of a dish I especially liked, “Your eyes are
bigger than your stomach!” I would promise him that
I would eat everything on my plate but more often
than not I wouldn’t be able to keep my promise. Many
a night I was the last one sitting at the table trying to
clean my plate. I learned my lesson not to take big
portions, but I haven’t learned this lesson when it
comes to needlepoint projects. My eyes are bigger,
much bigger than my ability to stitch all of the
projects in my stash. But do I care? Not one bit . . .
because I am so happy to be sitting at this table with
so many of you.
Spring, wherever you are, I’m okay if you take your
sweet time finding your way to the Willamette Valley
of Oregon. I have a few things to keep me busy. Just
don’t be too late!

Elizabeth
Summer Birdhouses by Randi Gelman and Cindy Saltzman of
Sew Much Fun

Coming in May/June 2018

Nativity Triptych
Canvas by Strictly Christmas and Et Cetera;
Stitch Guide by Patricia Sone

Summer Birdhouses
Canvas by Randi Gelman
of Sew Much Fun;
Stitch Guide by
Cindy Saltzman

Orange Sunflower
Mary Engelbreit Canva
by Painted Pony;

Stitch Guide by
Cynthia Thomas

Color Bonanza
By Marnie Ritter;

Red Star
By Timmy Schultz

Quick Easy Diamond
By Kurdy Briggs of Threedles
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There's only 251 more stitching days before
Christmas! Your feline friend is wondering if you'll
have Needlepoint Now to help you get ready. Six
issues every year bursting with needlepoint love,
intriguing charted projects, gorgeous painted
canvases with stitch guides, new stitches, tips & tricks,
project reviews, insights, and so much more!

Hi Elizabeth,
Yesterday, my nice postal worker brought me a box with
Rainbow Gallery Elegance and what a lovely gift! Thank
you and Rainbow Gallery for this treat as I await the
next Nor'easter. And thanks for your continued work on
Needlepoint Now. I always look forward to the
magazine and the e-letter.
All best,
Harriet Alonso
Professor Emerita of History, City College of New York
http://harrietalonso.com

See that bridge?
We'll be crossing it when we come to it.

London is truly a cosmopolitan city, with both an
amazing history to explore and a modern world to
experience. Museums, galleries, restaurants, some of
the grandest department stores in the world...and it's
where our Northern Odyssey Tour is going to kick off
in October.
Our tour offers an insider's view and comfort
everywhere we go, as well as exclusive stitching
projects taught by experts to help you learn, develop
your skills, and remember your adventure in England
forever. Join us to experience the UK in a way that
few get the chance: expert guides into the history and
art treasures of England, exclusive stitching projects
and classes, luxury accommodations, incredible food,
and more amazing shopping stops than you can
shake your credit card at.
We'll be visiting Hampton Court Palace, exploring the
magnificent rooms that were once the favored home
of King Henry VIII and the tragic Anne Boleyn. We'll
take classes at the Royal School of Needlework, and
get an up-close look at stitching treasures not
available to the general public. We'll be visiting the
Victoria and Albert Museum, shopping at the
legendary Liberty of London and Fortnum &
Mason...and that's just the first few days of the tour!
From there, we'll be exploring Yorkshire and the
North of England (stitching all the way), Tudor-era
castles, medieval York, and more, and then we'll
return south to tour Bletchley Park and Woburn
Abbey. We'll conclude this portion of the tour with an
intensive needlework retreat led by Elizabeth
Bozievich and Rosemary Sharman.
And if all of that isn't enough, we've added a special
option to spend more time in England with our
Cornwall Extension Tour. From Woburn, we'll be
headed to Stonehenge, and from there, Cornwall and
the beautiful English West, for more stitching, more
shopping, more sightseeing, more adventure, more
everything. Don't miss out - the tours are filling up

fast! Visit our website to learn more and sign up for
these journeys.
Learn More About Needlepoint Now's UK Tours

Finding Your Heart's Wings
Ah, to be a beginning stitcher, now that April is here!
Unlike Elizabeth, I'm ready and rarin' for the real
spring to get underway - sunshine, warmer breezes,
maybe even a pause from all the rain rain RAIN. My
cats would like some sunshine as well - it brings the
squirrels into our yard, and that is their favorite form
of cat tv. As for me, after a long, rainy Willamette
Valley winter, I am aching for some better weather
because spring gives my heart wings.
As I begin to move beyond tent stitch, I'm exploring
different ways to create texture in my projects,
getting a little more daring with my stitch choices and
colors, even moving beyond (just a little bit) my
beloved Caron Watercolours. I'm hoping this little
project below will give other beginning stitchers
something to play with - to experiment with different
ways to express the same general idea - and
something fun for more experienced stitchers to
really go wild with.
Please send pictures of your winged heart projects
and tell us a bit about how you made your decisions
about thread, embellishments, and stitches to
graphics@needlepointnow.com, because I would love
to share them with our friends on Facebook - I'll be
sharing my finished project there, too.

Many thanks for reading!
Stacy

We are the only commercial magazine dedicated solely
to the art of needlepoint. Each issue includes a range
of projects, complete with detailed instructions and
stitching guides, features offering tips and techniques,
current news, product reviews and introductions to both
new and established designers and teachers.

Magazine Subscribers Enter to Win!
Congratulations to our winner in April's drawing!
Patricia Clem of Oregon will be receiving Threads: A
Needle Necessity (2nd Ed.), by Jane Evans and Liv
Weiss, introduced by Ruth Schmuff.
Our next drawing will be for one of our useful and
whimsical snap trays. Just email or call us with your
subscriber I.D. number to enter the drawing.
The number is located above your name on the
mailing label of the magazine.
The drawing will take place on June 15, 2018.
email: contest@needlepointnow.com • Phone: (541)
935-0238

Follow Needlepoint Now
on Facebook

Won't you please join us on our Facebook page? We
share all kinds of needlepoint news, wonderful
projects, blog posts and more.
Like Our Facebook Page
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