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Between the Threads

Ta Da!
Many years ago—maybe in the
1990s—I bought a bunch of Susan
Portra’s light kits online.
I stitched about seven of them.
Though our family is Jewish, my
husband was not and we had
a Christmas tree every year. My
husband converted to Judaism in
2003 and we spent many, many hours
debating what to do about the tree
and the ornaments, including the ones
I had stitched.
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The Frosting on the Cake

Do you ever feel like time is flying by and it
is all you can do to keep up? Welcome to my
crazy world. It has been nutty around the
Needlepoint Now studio for the last two
months and I predict more of the same for
the next two.

In the past two months I have hosted Janet
Casey for her pilot class Key To My Heart,
flown to Chicago to visit my friend Joanne
and take a class from Carolyn Hedge Baird
at one of my favorite shops, Designer’s
Desk, stitched at our county fair and made
several trips to Portland for needlepoint
shopping and picking up finishing for the
magazine. Earlier this week I judged the
Oregon State Fair, completed the 72
page Sept/Oct issue of the magazine
and now I’m trying to get organized
before going out of town.

The lights provided an inspiration—they
could be part of a Hanukkah menorah.
So a few years ago, I stitched up a couple
more from my stash and the “ornaments”
made their own “conversion.” I call it my
“faux”-norah.

—Karen Blumenthal, Dallas TX
I am a member of
Royal Palm ANG
in Miami and I
loved seeing the
band sampler in
your most recent
issue. I had just
completed a band
sampler from
Nordic Needle
called “Controlled
Chaos” plus a few bands from “Bargello
Challenge” by Gail Stafford and decided to
make my sampler into the tote pictured
in your magazine. I plan to stitch your
published band sampler soon.

—Eileen Hoffman, Miami FL
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It’s seminar season and I’m
packing my bags and heading to
Chicago on Saturday for the ANG
National Seminar. I am taking a
few classes and plan on doing
a little sight seeing but what I
look forward to the most is the
opportunity to see friends that I
only get to see at seminars.
Don’t get me wrong, I love
taking classes but I’m one of
those people that goes to a
baseball game to people watch.
I like baseball. I grew up in North
Carolina where every kid gets a
baseball and glove for their sixth
birthday. But the whole experience
of being in a ballpark with the other

fans, eating hot dogs and drinking a
beer while watching the antics of the
coaches and players in the dugout
makes me love baseball. At home,
watching baseball on TV, the game is
often just background noise to stitch
by. Going to a game and being around
people who are excited to be there is
what gets you hooked on the sport.
Going to a seminar is akin to going
to a big professional team’s stadium
to watch a game. The classes are the
frosting on the cake. Being around
creative people, seeing the best
of the best stitching at the exhibit
and having access to a needlepoint
boutique and bookstore for a whole
week is what really makes my heart
sing. At home I can surf the net all
day looking at what each needlepoint
shop has to offer, admiring the work
that stitchers post on Facebook, or
even taking a cyber class or two,
but lurking on the Internet pales in
comparison to being in the thick of all
things needlepoint.
The seminar experience is worth all
of the prep before leaving town and
then the catching up I have to do once
I return. I can truthfully say that I have
never come home from a needlepoint
trip saying I wish I had not gone.
I hope all of you who have a passion
for needle art have an opportunity
to enjoy a few days or a week of
complete stitching immersion. I hope
to see you in Chicago!

The Re-enforcer: Sprat’s Head

A fun versatile stitch
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pocket. Levi’s had a nice
sprats head stitch
little sprat’s head that
reinforced their back pockets on their popular jeans.
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basic sprats head but all achieve the signature woven
look. Katherine Ires instructs us to always start with
2 long diagonal stitches of the same length at right
angles to each other. The first two stitches always
share a common hole at the top. Jean Hilton modified
the stitch to fit into a four-sided shape that looks like
a triangle with its top flattened, and it does not have a
peak with two stitches sharing a canvas hole.
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First adopted as a crewel stitch, it has made its way into
the canvas embroidery world. When stitched correctly,
there is very little thread on the back of the canvas.
Jean Hilton used the sprats head in many of her
designs. She also designed many variations of the

Shop News

Creative designers have found many innovative ways
to incorporate the sprat’s head into their designs. You
will often see two sprat head stitches back to back
to make a larger triangle as in Diane Grant’s Autumn
Fireworks, featured in the Sept/Oct 2014 issue. Place
them butt-to-butt to make a diamond or a square, or
side-to-side to make a band of sprat’s heads—it is
more than a triangular stitch.

Attention Subscribers!

Sign of the Arrow has moved to larger lodgings—
just one block West of the old storefront at
9814 Clayton Road in St. Louis. Sign of the Arrow is
a volunteer-run non-profit shop founded in 1966 by
the St. Louis Pi Beta Phi Alumnae, benefiting
deserving charities in the community.

To enter a drawing for these
six deliciously cool skeins of
Pepper Pot silk, email or call
us with your customer number.
It is located above your name on
the mailing label. The drawing will
take place on October 14, 2014.
Email: contest@needlepointnow.com
Phone: (541) 935-0238
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Available at
needlepointnow.com
or call 541-935-0238.
Frame Weight: $24 plus S/H.
7.5 x 2.75’’, 2 lbs. Black-onblack swirls with colorful varied
embroidery.
Snap Tray: $33 plus S/H.
7.5 x 7.5'' (folds flat to 11 x 11'').
Fun patterns and bright embroidery! Check out the web site for
all the combinations available.
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IT’S EASY
TO ENTER!
Send in a picture of your own Stitching Nest, Creative Corner
or Stitching Niche and your customer number along with 150 words
or less telling us why a Stella Lighting Lamp will be the
perfect accessory for your stitching area.

A winner will be chosen on October 10, 2014!

Snap tray outer
fabric options

You can email your entry to: contest@needlepointnow.com
or mail a non-returnable entry to:
Needlepoint Now/Stella • P.O. Box 428 • Elmira, OR 97437

in the September/October
January/February Issue
Issue

Coming up...
The Swan Goddess
is designed by Laurel Burch and
the stitch guide by Danji Designs.
With their long serpentine
necks and pure white plumage,
the swan’s grace and beauty
have inspired the imagination
through time. Laurel has brought
us this canvas of color and
whimsey and together with the
embellishments and detail that
Danji worked into the stitch guide,
it’s truly a work of magic.
Pumpkin Patch
Merrilyn Heazlewood has a
beautiful fall garden waiting to
be stitched. Learn how to add
dimension to your work as you
grow your own patch.
The “H” Train: Part 1
Traveling by train this Halloween?
Watch out for The “H” Train—a
devilish design by Raymond Crawford.
With a stitch guide by Vicky De
Angelis, this specter is a wickedly
fabulous ride through the October
countryside.
Crescents Only
A beautiful charted piece by Kurdy Biggs that
uses variations of the simple crescent for an
intricate-looking result.

The Finella Winner!
Barbara G. Johnson

from New Berlin, WI
was the lucky winner in
our drawing for the Finella
ribbon laying tool.

Congratulations!!

What R U Lookin’ At?
Who-oo has an attitude? This little owl has all
the color, texture and moxie you need to get you
through the day. The canvas is by the talented
Juli Poitras at JP Needlepoint with a fun stitch guide
by Cynthia Thomas that is meant to challenge you
with thread-play.
Autumn Fireworks
Check out this bright geometric display by Diane
Grant. Here’s an opportunity to practice painting
your own canvas and then make it an explosion of
color with sprat’s head stitches, couched metallic
cord and unique beaded edges.
Witches’ Familiar Cuff Bracelet
Wear your inner witch on your wrist and end
up charming everyone! Ada Hayden of Eye Candy
Needleart has charted another spooky bit of
stitched jewelry that celebrates the Halloween in
all of us. Bust your stash open, dig up a charm
or two and conjure up your own version.
The Tudors: Part 3
This is the third and final installment of the royal
Tudors with canvases by Labors of Love and stitch
guides by Anne Connerton. King Henry VIII’s wives
Anne of Cleves, Katherine Howard and Catherine
Parr are all pictured in their finery. Each has their
own story and imperial portrait to help you capture
their magnificent images in thread.

Ad Reminder!

Reservations for ad space in our
Nov/Dec issue are due September 2nd
with ad materials for custom design
due September 8th. Camera-ready ads
can be sent in as late as October 1st.
—Thank you!
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